






































































































































RECREATION

State Zoo
C. 207 -~ 1973

Authorizes $23 million in bonds for
construction of state zoo on 467 acre
site near Lebanon Hills in northern
Dakota County. Construction to begin
in summer of 1974, scheduled for
partial opening in 1976. Zoo expected
to handle 2 million of more visitors
ber year. Emphasis in design to be
placed on natural habitat enclosures
and educatiocnal facilities.

*H.F. 694 (Boland, Newcome, Kempe,
McMillan, Klaus)

S.F. 618 (Conzemius, O'Neill, Lewis)

St. Croix Wild River State Park
C. 567 -~ 1973

Prescribes procedures for acquisition
©of 6,000 acre state park in Chisago
County.

*S.F. 1252 {Anderson, Krieger, Doty)
H.F. 2285 (Boland, Weaver, Munger,
Knickerbocker, Carlson, B.)

Trail Acquisition
C. 713 -~ 1973

Empowers the Commissioner of DNR to
acquire interests in land for trails
when railroad rights—of—way are aban-
doned, when township roads could be
used compatibly with vehicular travel
and when needed to complete trails
established by legislature.

*S.F. 2014 (Willet, Fitzsimons)

H.F. 2028 (Carlson, L., Nelson, Kahn,
Cleary, Shexrwood)

82

RECREATION

Snowmobile Registration and Safety

C. 202 -- 1973

Transfers registration of non-highway
vehicles, including boats and snow-
mobiles, to department of public
safety, thus eliminating duplication
with DNR responsibility and allowing
computerization of registration
brocess. Recommended by LEAP.

*S.F. 1501 (Purfeerst, Dunn,
Laufenburger)

H.F. 1199 (Eken, Anderson, G.,
Eckstein, Voss, Wohlwend)

Water Craft Safety
C. 310 -- 1973

Requires persons aged 13-17 to complete
boating safety instruction course
before operating motors of more than

25 horsepower;and a five year permit
costing $3 is required for operators

of such motors. Persons of any age who
are convicted of reckless boating

twice in a two-year period may be
required to take boating safety course.
*H.F. 945 (Hanson, Kempe, Pavlak, R.I,
St. Onge, Wenzel)

S.F. 769 (Milton, Doty, Brown)

Bicycle Paths
C. 491 -~ 1974

County boards may expend road and
bridge funds for the construction and
maintenance of bicycle paths on road
rights-of-way under county juris-
diction.

*H.F.2051 (Kahn, Norton, Bennett,
Berglin, Heinitg)

S.F. 2187 (Milton, Kirchner, Hughes)
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SENIOR CITIZEN

Two Line Fishing
C. 356 -- 1974

Permits ice fishing with two lines.
*H.F. 401 (Johnson, D., Spanish, Sarna,
Pavlak, R., Hagedorn)

S.F. 402 {Kleinbaum, Larson, Novak)

SENIOR CITIZENS

Senior Citizens Property Tax Freeze
(See TAXES)

Senior Citizens Increased Property Tax
Credit
(See TAXES)

0ld Age Lien Law
C. 78 -- 1973

Repeals law adopted in 1939 which
required that any person over 65 who
received public assistance have a lien
placed on his home equal to the amount
of assistance received. -Repeal in-
validates approximately 3,000 liens on
homes of living senior citizens, plus
several thousand unsatisfied liens
against properties of deceased senior
citizens. '

*S.F. 3 (Novak, Moe, Tennessen)

H.F. 220 (Ryan, Quirin, Kelly, Vento,
Norton)

Free Fishing for Senior Citizens
C. 101 -~ 1973

Provides that residents who have
attained age 65 may take fish without a
license.

*H.F. 304 (Sherwood, Jaros, Braun,
Miller, M., Erdahl)

S.F. 326 (Arnold, Hansen, M., Lord)
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Free Admission to State Parks for
Senior Citizens

C. 308 -- 1973

Motor vehicle sticker for state parks
to be issued without charge to persons
65 or older. Provides for payment of
one-half of customary park user fees
on Monday through Friday.

*H.F. 813 (Munger, Jaros, Sherwood,
Graba, Johnson, J.)

S.F. 1173 (Schrom, Brown, Stokowski)

Council on Aging
C. 765 -- 1973

Provides for state contribution of

25% matching share of funds for 19

new positions on council needed to carry
out provisions of Federal Older
Americans Act. The new positions

permit acceleration of community
development projects for seniors and
massive nutrition improvement project.
Welfare appropriation bill.

*H.F. 2275 (Norton, Smith)

Foster Grandparents Program
C. 302 -~ 1973

Allows 90 or more senior citizens to
participate in one-to-one working
relationship with retarded child in
state institution; $400,000 appro-—
priation in welfare bill provides for
400% increase in size of program.
*H.F. 474 (Swanson, Growe, Lemke,
Berglin, Wenzel)

S.F. 675 (Borden, Humphrey, Milton)
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TAXES

Senior Citizen Organizations Exempt
from Sales and Use Tax
C. 155 -- 1974

Senior citizen groups organized and
operated exclusively for Pleasure,
recreation, and other nonprofit
burposes are exempt from the sales and
use tax.

*S.F. 1099 (Borden, Anderson, Bang)

H.F. 1449 (Berglin, Casserly, Kahn,
LaVoy, Faricy)

Supplemental Security Income
(See HANDICAPPED)

Medical Assistance Eligibility for
Aged, Blind and Disabled
(See (HANDICAPPED)

Delayed Payment of Special Assessments
C. 206 -- 1974

Counties and municipalities are given
the power to defer the payment of
special assessments for any homestead

Property owned by a berson 65 years of
age or older.

*S.F. 1877 (Laufenburger, Larson,
Anderson)

H.F. 1958 (McCarron, Pehler, Johnson,
D., Ssavelkoul, Stangeland)

TAXES

Omnibus Tax Bill - 1973
C. 650 -- 1973

1. Homestead Credit

Homestead credit for homeowners
and farmers was substantially
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increased. The state formerly
paid 35% of the non-debt property
levy not to exceed $250. This has
been increased to 45% of the levy
including school debt, but not
municipal or county debt, not to
exceed $325. For farmers, the
credit which had been restricted
to the tax on the first 80 acres
of land has been expanded to 120
acres. The reduction in local
pProperty taxes will be $49,400,000
in 1974.

The state will also pay half of

the costs of local poor relief and
approximately 50 percent of local
welfare administration costs.

This will shift about $18, 000,000
in welfare costs from property
taxes in 1974, and a part of these
funds will be absorbed by the
mandated increase in benefits in
the poor relief bill. The property
tax effects of the welfare measures
are most significant in counties
with extremely high welfare levies.

Over all, the combination of home-
stead credit and partial welfare
takeover is expected to stabilize
property taxes at the 1973 level,
with most homeowners not experien-
cing increases in 1974. Small
reductions in some areas and small
increases in others can be expec-
ted.

The legislature also provided that
reassessments may not exceed 5%

a year of residential and agricul-
tural property if the owner has
owned the property for one year;
provision is effective this year
and will roll back reassessments
in excess of 5% which have been
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made in 1973.
Renters Credit

Renters received a large increase
(1/3) in renters' credit, from
7-1/2% of rent to 10%, with the
maximum raised from $90 to $120.
Those who move within the last
six months of the year are also
made eligible,

Senior Citizens Property Tax Freeze

State promises to pay 100% of any
increase in the broperty tax a
senior citizen experiences over his
1973 tax. Thus, if a senior
citizen is now Paying $500 in
Property taxes and his 1974 bill

is $550, he need only file a

claim with the state to be entitled
to a $50 refund. Credit applies to
spouse of a deceased senior citi-
zen. Minnesota is first state in
nation to adopt such a freeze.

Senior Citizen Property Tax Credit

Income limit for eligibility under
brogram, begun in 1967, increased
from $5,000 to $6,000 a vear;
credit available continues to range
from 90% to 10%, with benefitsg
increased at all levels, particu-
larly for senior citizens with
$3,000 or 1less income. Further,
credit extended to totally dis~
abled homeowners. Cost of
increased benefits is $3.5 million
for biennium, raising cost of
overall program to $22.5 million.

Taxes in Business Community
In business taxes, several
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significant tax shifts were made at
the request of Minnesota's business
community. In a dollar~for-dollar
exchange for the exemption of heavy
industrial machinery from local
broperty taxes, the exemption of
tools used up rapidly in industrial
production from the sales tax, and
the lowering of the bank excise
tax, business accepted a two-tenths
of one percent employer-paid tax on
local payrolls (one-half as much
for unprofitable companies), and

a minimum corporate tax of $100

a year. Purpose was to shift
business taxes on "job producing”
industrial producers to the more

-broadly based general business

community. Local governments will
be fully reimbursed for the loss
of local taxes on heavy machinery.

Sales Tax

There were several changes in
sales taxes. Textbooks were made
exempt, as well as advertising
material shipped out-of-state,
returnable food and beverage
containers, and the first

$100,000 of newsprint and ink used
by a newspaper. The sales tax was
applied to private airplane sales
and restaurant meals served to
non-patients in hospitals.

Severed Minerals Tax

Provides for registration of
mineral holdings held separately
from surface ownership and tax of
25 cents an acre; 80 percent of
revenue from tax to be distri-
buted to local taxing districts,
20 percent” to special loan account
administered by Department
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TAXES

" of Economic Development for
Indian economic development
pProjects.

*H.F. 2121 (Pavlak, R., Anderson, I
Sabo, Johnson, C.)

S.F. 2226 (Perpich, A., Olson, a
Coleman)

.7
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Liquor Taxes
C. 483, C. 664 -- 1973

Liquor taxes were cut 3% and taxes on
Minnesota-brewed beer were drastically
reduced by exempting the first 80,000
barrels of beer brewed in Minnesota by
each Minnesota company.

*H.F. 1755 (Brinkman, Johnson, R.,
Anderson, I., Newcome, Salchert)

S.F. 2316 (Schrom, Jensen)

‘H.F. 2107 (Casserly, Johnson, R.,
Adams, J., Flakne, Fudro)

Tax Compromise —-— 1974
C. 556 -= 1974

1. Working Poor

Eliminates state income taxes

for some 200,000 individuals and
families in the lower income
brackets. To take effect on
January 1, 1975 ang will cost about

$2.7 million in the current bien-
nium.

The act applies to individuals with
annual incomes of less than $3,200,
couples with less than $3, 800,
families of three with less than
$4,600, families of four with less
than $5,400, families of five with
less than $6,000 and families of
six with lessg than $6,400. This
brogram will allow loy income
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families a tax free income equal to
what they would receive from
welfare.

Railroads

Requires railroads to pay state
income taxes for the first time
beginning next year. (Under a 1913
provision of the state Constitu-
tion, railroads are required to
pay a 5 percent gross earnings
tax in lieu of property taxes.
This provision would be removed
from the Constitution under an
amendment that will be considered
by the voters in November.)

Oleomargarine

Reduces the state's tax on yellow
margarine from 10 cents a pound to
5 cents on July 1, 1974, and
totally repeals the tax on July 1,
1975. This will cost the state
about $2.1 million in this
biennium.

Tobacco Tax

Extends the state cigarette tax

of 18 cents a pack to some "little
cigars," tobacco products that are
packaged to resemble cigarettes.
These products now are taxed at a
much lower rate based on their
wholesale price. This tax is
expected to bring in about
$600,000 a year.

Iron Ore Tax. Loophole

Eliminates two "loopholes" in

the existing iron ore occupation
tax, which will bring in an addi-

tional $1 million to $1.5 million
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TRANSPORTATION

a year from mining companies in the
state.

6. Sales Tax on Taconite

Extends the sales tax exemption
for materials used in the construc-
tion of taconite plants from July 1
until next Feb. 1. This will bene-
fit Inland Steel-Co.,‘which is
considering the construction of a
plant near Virginia, Minn., and
Hanna Mining Co., which is
planning the expansion of its
Nashwauk, Minn., plant.
H.F. 3707 (Johnson, D., Berglin,
Jacobs, Lindstrom, E., Pavlak, R.)

TRANSPORTATION

Five Year Motor Vehicle License Plates
C. 218 -- 1973

Increases life of plates from three to
five years and reduces number of basic
kinds of plates issued from 69 - 25;
will result in estimated savings of
$465,000 a year. :

*¥S.F. 627 (Arnold, North, Willet)

H.¥F. 1648 (voss, Bennett, Skaar,
Sieben, H., Carlson, B.)

Staggered Motor Vehicle Registration
Cc 6 -— 1973 '

Provides for rotating monthly, rather
than once-a-year issuvance of passenger
car license plates; establishes a
monthly series system for registration
to apply to all cars sold after July 1,
1975. Will result in estimated annual

savings of $129,000 a year. Recommen-
ded by LEAP.
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*S.F. 178 (Doty, Ashbach, Gearty)
H.¥. 387 (Voss,Mueller, Carlson, B.,
Mann, Anderson, I.)

Triple-Trailer Milk Trucks
c. 17 —-- 1973

Permits truckers to drive combinations
of three units with a maximum length of
55 feet when units are used to trans-
port milk from point of produc?ion to
point of first processor (previously,
only two units were allowed). Rgpre—
sents significant savings for dairy
farmers.

" *H.F. 112 (Eckstein, Kvam, DeGroat,

Lemke, Menke)
S.F. 50 (Borden, Josefson,
Laufenburger)

Double-Bottom Trucks
C. 546 -~ 1973

Authorizes highway commissioner to
issue permits for trucks with two
trailers with maximum length of 65
feet to be operated on four-lane
highways and on other highways whep
proceeding to truck terminals; addi-
tional highways can be designated by
highway commissioner. Designed to
help offset high freight costs and
decline of railroads in rural areas.
*S,F. 342 (Krieger, Chmielewski,
Laufenburger) .

H.F. 439 (LaVoy, Lemke, Heinitz,
Andersen, R., Mann)

Motor Vehicle Safety Standards
c. 21 -~ 1974

The Commissioner of Public Safety
is authorized to adopt and enforce
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regulations in conformity with federal
motor safety standards. In the absence
of safety standards pursuant to ‘the
National Traffic and Motor Vehicle
Safety Act of 1966, the Commissioner
may require new vehicles to be tested
for conformity to safety standards, and
if the vehicles do not conform, he may
restrict their sale in the state.

S.F. 152 (Purfeerst, Hughes, Spear)

Bus Improvement Program
C. 528 -- 1974

Raises the Operating mill levy for the
MTC; increases the MTC debt service
fund to allow the MTC, with expected
80% federal funding, to complete a
$109 million bus service expansion pro-
gram. Provides a small mill levy for
transit programs for the handicappeqd.
Allows those under 18 to ride free in
off-peak hours. Sets a maximum fare
for a ride of 50¢ except for express
service (begins in January, 1975).
*H.F. 3035 (Tomlinson, Salchert,
Wolcott, Clifford, Berqg)

S.F. 3076 (Chenoweth, Kirchner,
North)

Small Vehicle Study
C. 573 -— 1974

Rrquires the MTC, with Council gui-
dance, to conduct a study of small
vehicle transit options. The Council
and the Commission shall report their
findings to the Legislature in Jdanuary,
1975, '

*S.F. 2703 {Chenoweth, Kirchner, North)
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car Pooling
C. 574 —= 1974

Requires the MTC to promote the use
of car pooling and employer vans to
reduce single passenger use of auto-
mobiles. Allows the Council to
require special lanes on new freeways
for transit use.

*S.F. 2885 (North, McCutcheon,
Kirchner)

H.F. 3082 (Tomlinson, Andersen, R.,
Berglin, Knickerbocker, Nelson)

Transit Bill
C. 534 -- 1974

$4.5 million provided to the MTQ to
make a rapid, short-term expan31o? _
of bus service operations. $l.5.mllllon
was provided to subsidize tran51F .
services in outstate Minnesota ?1tles
and to begin pilot programs to improve
transit systems.

*H,F. 3164 (Cummiskey, Carlson, B.,
Salchert, Lavoy, Bennett)

S.F. 3190 Chenoweth, Laufenburger,
Bang)

Studded Tires
C. 389 -- 1974

Allows the use of studded tireg in
Minnesota on an occasional basis for
vehicles registered outside the state
of Minnesota. More than thirty déys
in any consecutive six-month period
is not considered occasional. Ogt of
state residents who either work in
Minnesota or go~to school in Minnesota
may not use a vehicle with studded
tires on Minnesota roads even on an
occasional basis.

H.F. 3496 (anderson, G., Wohlwend,
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Stanton, Peterson)
*S.F.2641 (Chmielewski, Sillers,
Fitzsimons)

VETERANS

Veterans Bonus
C. 204 -- 1973

Authorizes $60 million in bonds to

bay bonuses ranging from $100 to $1,000
to veterans of Vietnam War era. Bonus
schedule provides for $300 to persons
with domestic service, $600 to reci-
pients of Vietnam expeditionary or
Vietnam service medal, $1,000 to
former POWs and survivors of veterans
missing or killed in action.

*H.F. 7 (Samuelson, Carlson, B., Graba,
Hanson, Jacobs)

S.F. 43 (Laufenburger, Krieger, Olhoft)

Fishing Rights
C. 130 -- 1973

Grants free fishing rights to veterans
who are patients in va hospitals or
inmates of state mental or correctional
institutions.

*H.F. 946 (Pehler, LaVoy, Enebo, Sarna,
Jacobs)

S.F. 936 (Kleinbaum, Larson, Willet)

Veteran Employment
Cc. 178 -— 1974

State contracts of $10,000 for
materials, supplies, or construction
must now contain a clause providing
that if more than 25 employees are
employed on the project, the contractor
must file a list of job openings with
the closest local office of the

96

VETERANS

Department of Manpower Services.
*H.F. 892 (Knickerbocker, Graba,

Laidig, LaVoy, Berg)
S.F. 1040 (Frederick, Patton,

Laufenburger)

Veterans Day
c. 88 -- 1974

Veterans Day set at November 11lth.
*S ,F. 1434 (Hansen, B., McCutcheon,

Schrom)
H.F. 1388 (Patton, Admas, J., Dahl,

Ohnstad, Spanish)

ADDENDUM

Municipal Liguor

In addition to giving local govern-
ment more control over the issuénce
of liquor licenses, this bill Wlll
eliminate the flood of local 1lqu?r
bills that have inundated the leg}s—
lature the last few sessions. This
is a significant change which should
result in more efficient use of the
legislator's time and talent.
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